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Executive Summary
The District 90 Board of Education represents approximately 3,700 PreK-8th grade students
who are required to attend school and are entitled to a free and appropriate public education.
Most of the 3,700 students are not yet eligible for a COVID vaccine. It is District 90’s top priority
to try to be in-person, regular hours, five days a week this year. The District has and will
continue to seek input from the CDC/ISBE/IDPH in regards to the best way to welcome all of our
learners back to school in-person, and to remain in-person based on that priority. We believe
that is the common goal of all, regardless of where individuals stand on various protocols or
mitigations. We all want students to be able to safely return to in-person learning with peers and
educators.

In order to provide D90 students with as much of a normal school day experience as possible,
D90 will continue to use a system of layered mitigations which are shown to prevent the spread
of viruses, including COVID-19. On August 2, 2021 the IDPH and ISBE released guidance to
schools: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-IDPH-School-FAQs-20210809.pdf This
guidance includes encouraging vaccinations for those who are eligible, self-screening before
attending school daily, universal masking at school, social distancing to the extent possible, and
cleaning and sanitizing on a regular basis. When layered strategies are in place, the number of
quarantines will be reduced and students will be able to remain in school. Per an ISBE
declaration regarding the 2021-22 return to school, remote instruction will only be available for
students who have not been vaccinated and while under a required IDPH quarantine or
isolation. According to ISBE, “Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, all schools must resume
fully in-person learning for all student attendance days, provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS
5/10-30 and 105 ILCS 5/34-18.66, remote instruction be made available for students who have
not received a COVID-19 vaccine or who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine, only while
they are under quarantine consistent with guidance or requirements from a local public health
department or the Illinois Department of Public Health."

The D90 Return to Learn Plan is subject to changes or revisions based on circumstances
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and/or in consideration of additional guidance received
from governing bodies.

1

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-IDPH-School-FAQs-20210809.pdf


Protocols

1. Per the August 4, 2021 Executive Order, masks are required for all individuals in D90
school buildings until further notice.

2. Masks are not required outdoors when proper distancing is available. For example,
outdoor lessons, recess, and PE/sports can be conducted as mask-optional if proper
social distance is available.  When students line up to return inside the school, they will
be expected to put their masks back on.

3. Face coverings are also required for every individual on a school bus at all times.
4. IDPH quarantine guidance has been updated for those who are fully vaccinated and can

be found at:
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf Students
and staff who wish to follow the IDPH Decision Tree for fully vaccinated individuals must
first provide the school office with COVID vaccination records. Student vaccine records
would be recorded along with other vaccine records currently on file.

5. Individuals who have symptoms of illness or are aware of an exposure are asked to seek
testing and refrain from coming to school. As part of the School Handbook approval
process, parents will certify once at the beginning of the year, stating that they will not
send a child to school with symptoms, or upon close contact to a positive COVID case.
(Wellness screening was conducted on a daily basis last year, but will switch to a
one-time certification process this year). At this time, temperature checks will not be
universally conducted on site; therefore it is imperative that parents screen for wellness
at home every morning.

6. Per the ISBE declaration, remote learning will only be available for students who have
not received the vaccine and while under quarantine. Asynchronous lessons and work
will be provided by the teacher during a quarantine period.

The D90 COVID protocols District 90 are fully lawful and authorized. The protocols are in place
based on the safety and wellness as defined by IDPH and CDC guidance, and the requirements
of the State of Illinois and ISBE. The protocols are applied universally and students, staff and
visitors are expected to comply. If an individual does not comply, a progressive discipline
process will be followed. Students will first be asked to adhere to the protocols (including
wearing masks), a mask will be offered if the student does not have one. If refusal continues,
the student will remain in an isolated area while parents are contacted. Continued refusal to
comply with District protocols will result in removal from school. At any time, a meeting with
parents may be scheduled to discuss steps that may be taken to support the students’ ability to
follow the layered mitigation protocols. Staff who do not comply with outlined protocols will also
follow a progressive discipline process. Visitors who refuse to comply with protocols will not be
allowed in the school/asked to leave immediately.
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School Day/Time
D90 school day will return to full days similar to pre-COVID-19 pandemic. Because students will
not be able to gather in large groups in the cafeterias/gyms prior to the start of the day, they will
be directed to their classrooms upon arrival.
Student and staff attendance as shown below:
Elementary: Doors open at 8:15 am. Class begins at 8:45 am and ends at 3:30 pm.
Elementary teacher work day has not changed and remains 8:15 am-3:45 pm.
Junior High: Doors open at 7:30 am. Class begins at 7:45 am and ends at 2:45 pm.
JH teacher work day has not changed and remains 7:30 am-3:00 pm.

Layered Mitigation Approach
The Illinois State Board of Education in cooperation with the Illinois Department of Public Health
released guidance which reinforced and adopted the recommendations from the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and provided recommendations regarding layered prevention strategies.
The layered prevention strategies are recommended in order to keep in-person learning
environments safe for students and staff during times of fluctuating transmission. Each of the
layers of intervention provide a different level of protection against the spread of COVID-19.
D90 will continue to use school and community data regarding the spread of COVID-19 to add
or remove layers of protection.

Masking
On August 4, 2021, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker announced masks will be universally required for
students, teachers and staff at pre-kindergarten-12th grade schools. The new measure is part of
the state’s ongoing effort to combat a new surge as the Delta variant rapidly spreads.
Masks will be required of all D90 students, staff and visitors. Requests for consideration of
medical exemptions for those who cannot medically tolerate wearing a mask must be received
in writing with a letter from the individual’s licensed medical physician. The letter must be
presented in a timely manner to the District for its review and consideration. Exemptions are not
unilaterally approved, and must be considered individually. If a medical exemption was made in
2020-21 year, an updated letter must be presented for consideration under the state mandates.
Students are encouraged to bring multiple clean and dry masks to school in case one becomes
soiled or wet and needs to be changed.

Hand Hygiene
Students and staff will be encouraged to wash hands and/or sanitize frequently throughout the
day.

Social Distancing
Social distancing will be expected to the greatest extent possible. When in classrooms, students
will be in assigned seats. Students will move from class to class following their daily schedule.
Outside of the classroom, students will maintain a distance of 3’ between each other whenever
possible.  The CDC recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between
students within classrooms, combined with indoor mask wearing, to reduce transmission risk.
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Optional Student and Staff COVID Testing
D90 is exploring the opportunity for parents/guardians and staff to participate in an optional
COVID testing program. If the option is made available to D90 students and staff, permission
would be required prior to participation. The opportunity to reduce quarantine time may be a
possibility with an optional testing program. More information will be shared as the District
continues to explore testing programs offered by the state.

Contact Tracing and Exclusion
Contact tracing is used by health departments to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. In
Illinois, contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine is required per Part 690
Control of Communicable Disease Code, Subpart I. Further, the Communicable Disease Code
also requires mandatory reporting of any suspect, confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 to
the local health department within 3 hours. D90 will continue to partner with the St. Clair County
Health Department to identify close contacts of individuals who are confirmed to be infected with
COVID-19. Close contacts may be evaluated on an individual basis with guidance from the
SCCHD. https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
Students will be assigned to seats in the classroom in order to better identify any potential close
contacts. When modified, seating charts will be updated and shared with building
administrators.

IDPH recently updated quarantine guidance for close contacts. In classrooms that apply correct
and consistent mask usage for all, and at all times, students who maintain at least 3’ social
distance are not required to quarantine. Per IDPH, this is only the case for schools that have
universal masking protocols.

Fully vaccinated persons who remain asymptomatic and those with documented COVID-19
infection within the past 90 days are excluded from quarantine.

Sanitizing/Cleaning
Although it is now believed COVID is not transmitted via surfaces but primarily by air droplets,
D90 will continue to use cleaning protocols to provide a healthy learning environment for
students and staff. Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized throughout the day and disinfected
with approved disinfectant. Routine cleaning will be performed on a regularly scheduled basis
by district custodial staff assigned to that building or area. Routine cleaning will include daily
cleaning and disinfecting through electrostatic spraying and/or manual cleaning methods of all
restrooms, scheduled sweeping of all floors, sanitizing of cafeteria tables, emptying trash and
other building based tasks. All employees will be strongly encouraged to perform daily area
cleaning in their personal workspace, including their desk, telephone, keyboard, chair or any
other items they use in performing their duties. This cleaning will be customized to personal
preference and standards. Student supply lists include disinfecting wipes so that staff and
students can clean desks regularly.

Ventilation
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Air purifiers have been added to nurses’ offices, cafeterias, and music/band/choir rooms. Each
air purifier is rated to cover 3,700 square feet. Outdoor space will be used during good weather
for lessons and activities.

Student Instruction During Quarantine/Isolation
Per ISBE declaration, “Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, all schools must resume fully
in-person learning for all student attendance days, provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/10-30
and 105 ILCS 5/34-18.66, remote instruction be made available for students who have not
received a COVID-19 vaccine or who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine, only while they
are under quarantine consistent with guidance or requirements from a local public health
department or the Illinois Department of Public Health."
Remote learning will therefore only be available for students who have not received the vaccine
and while under quarantine.
Students who must be excluded during a quarantine will be provided asynchronous lessons or
work during the quarantine period. Students who are subject to quarantine/isolation will be
issued a device if needed. Time for makeup assignments will be granted based on teacher
discretion. Full credit will be provided based on timely submission of work.

Homebound/Hospital Instruction
Per Board Policy 6:150, homebound/hospital instruction eligibility shall be determined by State
law and the Illinois State Board of Education rules governing (1) the continuum of placement
options for students who have been identified for special education services or (2) the home and
hospital instruction provisions for students who have not been identified for special education
services. Appropriate educational services from qualified staff will begin no later than five school
days after receiving a written statement from: (1) a physician licensed to practice medicine in all
of its branches, (2) a licensed physician assistant, or (3) a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse. Instructional or related services for a student receiving special education
services will be determined by the student’s individualized education program.

Health Screenings
Only students and staff who are healthy should report for in-person learning. Students and staff
with any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 must remain home:
1. Fever or chills
2. New cough
3. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
4. Fatigue from an unknown case
5. Muscle or body aches from an unknown cause
6. New onset of moderate to severe headache
7. New loss of taste or smell
8. Sore throat
9. Vomiting
10. Diarrhea
11. Close contact with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or tested positive
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Lunch and Breakfast Protocols
D90 will offer a breakfast and lunch program to all students, free of charge for the 2021-22
school year. Breakfast will be sent home each afternoon to be consumed the following morning.
Coolers will be available to store food during after school activities as needed.
During lunch, students will be directed to assigned seats and will be able to remove masks while
eating. Participating students will be assigned seats for lunch, distanced as much as possible.
Elementary lunch periods will be scheduled in order to accommodate students eating in a
manner that is socially distanced. Due to the need to spread students out as much as possible,
PE classes may be held outdoors in schools that only have one cafetorium and no gymnasium.
On days of inclement weather, PE may be moved to classrooms for activities such as yoga and
mindfulness.

Water Bottles and Snacks
Students are encouraged to bring a personal water bottle, labeled with their name, filled with
water, in the morning to school. Traditional drinking fountains cannot yet be used, and there are
limited locations to fill water bottles, so carrying a personal water bottle is helpful and
encouraged.
Students are allowed to bring an individually packaged snack to school, but snack breaks will
only take place outdoors or in large spaces. Before/After School programs will continue to offer
a snack and will have students spread out in the gym or cafeteria when eating the after-school
snack.

Transportation
Per CDC Guidelines for public transportation, all students will be required to wear a mask when
being transported on the bus. Students will also be required to sit in assigned seats.

Desk Shields
During the 2020-21 school year, every student desk had a plastic desk shield adhered to its
surface. The desk shields were not required and have been removed in an effort to increase
visibility to instruction. The District stored shields that were in better condition and disposed of
those that were cloudy from daily cleanings or damaged. A parent who wishes to have a desk
shield placed on his/her child’s desk, is asked to reach out to the building principal.

Parent Conferences/IEP Meetings
IEP/504 team meetings, parent/teacher conferences, and other meetings which include multiple
stakeholders will occur as scheduled, following the COVID prevention strategies. Participants
will have the option to schedule meetings/conferences via Zoom if necessary. Due to the large
crowds D90 open houses draw, open houses will be conducted via Zoom or recorded videos.

Athletics and Extracurriculars
The state’s mask requirement is inclusive of youth sports and activities, with masks now
required for all indoor extracurriculars and sports. In line with CDC guidance, masks are not
required for activities outdoors where transmission risks and rates are lower.
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Athletics and extracurricular programs will continue, and will adhere to state and SIJHSAA
protocols. As the protocols are updated, participants will be informed. Spectators at indoor
events are also required to wear masks and follow protocols.

Recess
During outdoor recess times, students will be allowed to remove their masks if they maintain
proper social distance.  When they line up to return to the building, they will be required to put
their masks back on.

Visitors to Buildings
Visitors and volunteers will be allowed but limited. All individuals are required to adhere to the
COVID protocols and will be asked to leave the building upon a first refusal. A schedule of
volunteers must be pre-approved by the building principal.

Amendments and Revisions to the Plan
The District will be prepared to adjust educational and athletic programs and COVID protocols
as necessary throughout the year.
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